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ADVERTISEMENT: 


EVERAL of my worthy Friends and 
Pariſliioners, for whoſe Judgment TI 
have the greateſt Regard, being of Opi- 
nion that the following Diſcourſe might be 
of Service, if made publick ; I have com- 
plied with their repeated Requeſts, and 
delivered it to the World. If it be found 
uſeful in the leaſt Degree to the Cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, I have my Reward: And I 
pray God to make it ſo, that his Glory 
may more and more abound in our Land ; 
that Numbers may be added to his Church 
daily; and that we his People may be fo 
filled with his Love and Praiſes, as to en- 
joy, in the ſincere Profeſſion of the Goſ- 


pel of Truth, that Peace which paſſeth all 
Underſtanding ! 


Plaifow, OS. x. 
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St. L UK E xix422. 


And he faith unto him, Out of thine own 
Mouth will I judge thee, thou icked 
Servant. 


UR Saviour in this Chapter is com- 
paring the Goſpel-Kingdom to a 
certain Nobleman, who gave Gitts 
to ſeveral of his Servants, wherewith they 
might trade till his Return to take an exact 
Account of their Improvements. — (Occupy 
ill I come.) St. Matthew ſpeaks of ten Ta- 
| lents delivered to one, five to another, and 
ſo on: St. Luke informs us, that he gave 
| the ſame to each, One Pound, which they 
improved differently; the firſt gaining ten 
| Pounds with it, (Lord, thy Pound hath gained 
ten Pourds,) the ſecond, five: And they 
| were rewarded according to their ſeveral 
Improvements. But another came, we are 
| told, ſaying, Lord, here is thy Pound which 
| 1 have kept laid up in a Naphin : For I feared 
B thee, 
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tbee, . becauſe tleu art an auſtere Man; thy 
takeſt up that thou laidſt not down, and reap. 
et that, thou did/t not ſow. And his Lord 
ſaid unto him, Out of thine own Mouth ll 
1 juage thee, thou wicked Servant. Thy 
own Confeſſion ſhall be thy Condemnation, 
which, whether it be true or falſe in F ac, 
matters little: — Thou haſt ſaid, and thy 
own Words ſhall judge thee. Theu neweſt 
that I was an auſtere Man, taking up that | 
laid not down, and reaping that I did not ſom, 
—IWherefore then gaveſt not thou my Money 
into the Bank, that at my coming I might 
have required mine cn with Uſury? © Tf thou 
kneweſt, as thou haſt confeſſed, that I waz 
this auſtere and hard Maſter, why didſ{t 
thou not uſe all thy Endeavours to approve 
thyſelf in my Sight; ſince thou mult be 
well aſſured; that ſo auſtere and hard a 
Maſter could never be pleaſed or ſatisfied 

with an idle and unprofitable Servant!“ 
Thus the Servant from his own Words 
was condemned : And thus will God judge 
and condemn from their -own Words and 
Confeſſions all thoſe tinſul Profeſſors of 
Chri/l's Religion, who bear the facred Name 
of Chriſiians ; who are baptiſed with tha: 
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holy Baptiſm ; who there have received 
Com him the precious Gift of the holy 
| Spirit, which they have ſuffered to remain 
buried in their Hearts; who take that holy 
Name of Teſus into their Lips, but never 
conform to his divine Example in their 
Lives, From their own Lives and Con- 
feſnons will he condemn ſuch; and what 
E Condemnation can be more bitter and ſe— 
| vere, what will aggravate our Pangs and 
| Tortures in eternal Woe more than the 


| Reflection, that we have been our own 
ages, that we have condemned ourſelves 


to this Place of Torments ? 

We eſpecially, of the Church of Fng- 
and, (hall above all others be thus ſelf- 
condemned, if our Lives be not agreeable to 
the Doctrine of Ci, if our Talent be 
vraſped up in a Napkin, if we do not im- 
prove the precious Gift beſtowed upon us, 
and live in that Faith and Holineſs, which 
ne profeſs, and for which we continually 
pray. For think, what egregious Mock- 
Fery of God it is, in ſolemn Proſtration to 
bend ourſelves before his Throne, and, with 
united Voice, to aſk for Graces and Virtues, 
B 2 which, 
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[6] 
which, as we never deſire, ſo we nere 
ſtrive to obtain ? 

To ſet this Matter in the cleares 
Light before your Eyes, and fo (if | 
pleaſe the Almighty Giver of all good 
Gifts) to ſtir up thoſe, who in Words pro- 
feſs, but in Deeds deny, the Religion of 
Chri//, to a ſerious Thought of the mmi. 


nent Danger of ſuch a ſelf-judping, ii. 


condemning State, I propoſe, in the. 
lowing Diſcourſe, to extract ſome few d 


thoſe Paſſages from the Liturgy of ou 


Church, wherein we all confeſs, in Prayer, 


our Want and Deſite of the Pardon and 
Peace to be obtained by Teſus Chriſt : And 
if the Extras occaſion me to be ſomewhat 
longer than uſual, J hope, the Importance 
of the Subject will render you attentive and 
patient Hearers. For I truſt, this Reflec- 
tion will have no ſmall Weight with man 
of you, —*© What ſhall I anſwer my a 
mighty Judge and Lord, when I ſtand be- 
fore his awful Tribunal, at that Day, it! 
am not the Chriſtian which I profels to be 
if I do not the Things, which I acknov 
ledge my Duty, and for which I daily pray! 


This Diſcourſe too will have another Uk 
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nn fully ſatisfying you, that thoſe Points 
which 1 have ſo often and earneſtly preſſed 


upon your Hearts from hence, are the very +4] | b 
Truths you all profeſs to believe; the very 1d 4 
od Things for which we Jointly pray the 9 | 1 
0. W very Doctrines of that Church whereof n | 1 
o W we boaſt ourſelves Members — And may 1 


ni-W the Spirit of God ſo bleſs my Words and 
i-WW Labours for your Sakes, that the many | 
| Friendſhips and Kindneſles I receive amongſt 74 
you in temporal Things, may be richly re- | 
| paid in an Abundance of ſpiritual Bleſſings, 
| to the everlaſting Good and Glory of your 
Souls! | 

Our Liturgy is founded upon that where- 
on Redemption is founded, the Knowledge 
and Confeſſion of our loft and ſinful Hſtate. 6 
And therefore it begins well with ſeveral 
ſelect Paſſages of ſacred Scripture, “ mov- 
ing us to acknowledge and confeſs our ma- 
nifold Sins and Wickedneſs, and that we 
ſhould not diſſemble nor cloke them before 800 
the Face of almighty God our heavenly 10 
Father, but confeſs them with an humble, 7 
lowly, penitent, and obedient Heart; to the 
end that we may obtain Forgiveneſs of the 
ame, by his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy.“ 
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Accordingly we unite, Iſt in Confeſi,y 
of our Sins to almighty God, acknowledy. 
ing with St. Paul, that in us, that js, , 
our * Fleſb, [our old Man, our corrupt 
Nature] dwelleth no good Thing : in that, iſt, 
We haveerred and ſtrayed from theWay: 
of God like loſt Sheep. 2. That we hare 
followed too much the Devices and Defire; 
of our own Hearts. 3. That we have offen- 
ded againſt his holy Laws. 4. That we have 
leſt undone thoſe Things which we ought 
to have done; and 5. That we have dons 
thoſe Things which we ought not to have 
done; And laſtly, That there is no Health 
in us:“ No Soundneſs in our corrupt Na. 
ture, but that from the Sole of the Foot even 
unto the Head, ere is no Soundnefs in it, 
but + nds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying 
Sore As we go on, we confeſs that 
we 155 unclean Hearts, and beg of God to 
make them clean, as He only can do it, — 
O God make clean our Hearts within us, We 
profeſs ourſelves to be in the Blindneſs and 


Darkneſs of Sin, and beg of God to Ig 


* Rom. vii. 18. 


+ Iſaiah i. 6. 
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ur Darkneſs. In the Litany ve confeſs 


6 ourſelves mzſerable Sinners, and entreat the 
5 Lord to have Mercy upon us, over and over. 
0 We there beſeech our Lord Chri/t not to 
. remember nor to take Vengeance as well 
2 of the Offences of our Forefathers, as of 
70 our own; and pray to be delivered from all 
Nor Sins, from Blindneſs of Heart, Pride, 
E Envy, Hatred, and every bitter Fruit of 
1 the old, evil and corrupt Stock. As Sin- 
. „ we beſeech God to hear us — We beg, not 
5 10 be dealt With after our Sins, ner rewarded 
= ofter our Iniguities —We deſire God to turn 
from us all thoſe Evils which we molt 


Erigbteoufly have dejerved, and mercifully to 
book upon our Infirmities.“ 

| Thus we confeſs our manifold Sinfulneſs 
before God; our loſt Eſtate, our utter Diſ- 
obedience, and the Impoſſibility of attain- 
ing any thing, but by the Mercy and For- 
giveneſs of a gracious and pardoning God : 
And how, my Brethren, can it be poflible, 
that any Chriſtian who joins in theſe Con- 
ſeſſions and Prayers to God, ſhould ever 
tand upon his own Merit, ſhould ever de- 
ny his loſt and fallen Eſtate, ſhould ever 
doubt of the Impoſſibility cf an Accept- 
ance 
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ance with Bod, ſave only by the Blood and 


there with 


Merits of Jeſs Chrift ?—But who ſhall da Wlmighty C 
to make theſe Confeſſions, and thus to 1p- u Chriſt, | 
proach the Throne of an all-ſeeing Gd Men, 
with a notorious Falſhood in his Mouth, manifold 
neither knowing, feeling, nor lamenting from Time 
the Miſery and Danger of that deſperate committed 
Sinfulneſs and Iniquity which He thus in againſt his 
Word acknowledges, but in Deed denies, be- juſtly his v 
fore the moſt High? Oh, conſider that there Ne pr ofeſs 
is no trifling with this moſt high God, this j ſorry for 
great, all- ſeeing, and almighty Judge: but that the Re 
from thy own Mouth, from theſe thy own WP"? us, th 
Words and Confeſſions, He will judge and rable A 
condemn thee, miſerable Sinner, who l-! merciful F. 
for his Sor 


menting thy Sins in Word, and praying to be 


delivered from them, ſtill retaineſt thoſe vin 
which thou confeſſeſt, ſtill continueſt in that 
Iniquity and Evil according to which thou de- 


0 forgive 


us, for the 


1 Newnelſ: 


fireſt God not to deal with and reward thee! | a n 
Thus muſt the Mouth of every Man be ſacred Tab 
Hon talk 


. gg when we look to the Confel- 


ſion of Sins in our Communion Service, 


de pen'd n 


how ſhould it alarm every Heart, humble 
us before God, and cauſe us in the deepelt 
Manner to deplore that Sin wherein ve 
were conceived, and which, like a Lepro- 


fy, hath ſpotted over all our Soul! — Fo 
there 


Pons ſpeak 
on and H. 
mighty Ju 
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dere with our Voices lifted up © to the 
mighty God and Father of our Lord Je- 
us Chriſt, Maker of all Things, Judge of 
l Men, we acknowledge and bewarl our 
manifold Sins and Wickedneſs, which we 
om Time to Time moſt grievouſly have 
committed by Thought, Word, and Deed, 
zainſt his divine Majeſty—provoking moſt 
de. Whutly his Wrath and Indignation againſt us. 
We profeſs earneſtly to repent, to be heartre 
1er) for theſe our Miſdoings: we declare 
butt the Remembrance of them is grievous 
unto us, that the Burden of them is e- 
; and fo, humbly entreat our moſt 
|, Wncrciful Father, to have Mercy upon us, 
beer his Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, — 
1; forgive us all that is paſt, and to enable 
hat bis, for the future, to ſerve and pleaſe him 
de. Newnels of Life.“ 

Who, my Brethren, that comes to this 
be Jicred Table, will ever after ſuch a Con- 
el. Neon talk of their Goodneſs, or dare to 
ice, ink highly of themſelves ?—Can Words 
wle Ne p<n'd more ſtrong, or can any Expreſ- 
mW ſpeak more emphatically the Contri- 
ve n and Humiliation of the Sinner before an 
yro- mighty Judge? Let us not preſume to take 
For C them 
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them in our Mouths, nor confeſs that ue 
have been grievouſly wicked in Thought, i, 
Nord, and in Deed, unleſs we have well 
examined and judged curſelves, that fo we 
may not be judged of the Lord, —unleſs we 
are firmly reſolved to lead a new Life, and 
to ſeek in true Repentance and Faith for Pu. 


don and Acceptance through Teſus Ci, 
Which is the IId Branch of Doctrine, 
that our Liturgy eminently teaches, and 
that we profeſs to believe: For praying to 
God © to have Mercy upon us miſerable 
Offenders, we requeit him to ſpare ws, who 
confeſs our Faults ; to re/tore them that ar 


penitent according to his Promiſes declared} 


unto Mankind in Chr} Jeſu our Lord. 
And, 
Comfort, we are told, (oh, 


hath given Power and Commandment t 
his Miniſters, to declare and Wm t 
his ie being peritent, the Al, [oi 
and Renin of theis Sins: That, He 1 
doneth and abſolveth all them that, iſt, 7 
/y repent; and 2dy, unfeignedly believe l 
holy Goſpel.” Wherefore we pray to hit 
to give us this Refentance, and to endue i 
1 Wil 
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with the Grace of the Holy Spirit, Sc. And 
upon the Confeſſion and Knowledge hereof 
ll our Service is built, in Which, our Creeds, 
or the ſhort Summaries of our Faith, are 
jointly repeated by us all; ſo that we can ne- 
ver, without a manifeſt Shock to our Con- 
ſciences, repeat thoſe Creeds in the Preſence 
of God, and deny the great Truths of the 
Goſpel, which they contain, as the Belief of 
* Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; 

of the Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
of Jeſus Chri/? for us ;—of the aſſiſting 
Grace of the Spirit, the Communion of 
caints, the Reſurrection of the Body, and 
the Life everlaſting : Through 0b:ch, we 


* Nay ir deed, as we pray to each Perſon of this ſas 
cred Trinity to have mercy ubon us, miſerable Sinners, 
ſodo we addreſs them jointly, Ob Hen, bleed and glo- 
ris Trinity, three Perſons and one God, hade mercy upon 
vs, mifcrable Sinners. Thus to pray to and not believe 
in this Trinity, is Idolatry indeed: St. hn in his 1ſt 
Epiſtle, c. v. 20, having aflerted the Divinity of our Sa- 


ver in the ſtrongeſt Te rms, adds very Loa 
[ith Children, keep yourſelu's from Idols. „ We are in & 
Him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, euro; 654 


6 & hes Otog x) n Con aw, Hic e eſt verus Deus. — 
This ſame is the true Cd, ond eternal Life. Little Chil- 


dren, &c, Note, the full Stop after 7% s Chrij?, in 
our Tranſlation, has no Authority from the Original. 
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pray God to hear and accept us penitent 
Sinners, for the Sake and Merits of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt; - wherein we entreat the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the Sins 9 
te World, to have Mercy upon us: Merciful. 
ly to forgive us our Sins; and in every State 
of Life, as well as in the Hour of Death 
and Day of Judgment, by his Sufferings and 
Glorics, we carneſtly implore and ſtrong. 
ly importune this good Lord to deliver us, 

We defire God, © whole Nature and 
Property is ever to have Mercy and to for- 
give, to looſe us from the Chains of our 
Sins for the Honour of Jeu Chriſt our 
Mediator and Advocate.” — And as we 
thank and bleſs © our heavenly Father for 
our Creation, Preſervation, and all the 
Bleſſings of this Life; fo above all for his 
ineſtimable Love in the Redemption of the 
World hy our Lord Teſus Chriſt; for the 
Means of Grace, and for the Hope of Glo- 
ry; which alone are “ obtained to us by 
and through Him. And in the Commu- 
nion Service we profeſs to approach the 
blefied Table, truly and earneſtly repent- 


* See the Exhortation in the Communion Service to- 
ward the End. 
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ing of our Sins, and drawing near with 


Faith: Upon which Conditions we be- 


lieve and expect to have Mercy, Pardon 
and Deliverance from all our Sins, at the 
Hands of God, who hath promiſed For- 
oiveneſs of Sins, to all that with hearty 


| Repentance and true Faith turn unto him.” 


Nay we defire his Mercy to be ſhewed up- 
on us as we have Faith, as we do put cur 


| Truſt in Him. Who then without this 


hearty Repentance and this true Faith ſhall 


erer dare to hope for Acceptance with God? 
and if we are found wanting herein, how 
| dreadfully again ſhall we be judged and 


condemned out of our own Mouths ; with 


which we requeſt God to reſtore us that are 
penitent, when we never think of leaving 


| off one Sin; and that, according to his 
| Promiſes in Jeſus Chri/f—in whom we do 
not believe, when we do not live accor- 
| ding to his Law ? Moreover, in one of our 
Collects we defire of God to grant, © that 
we may ſo fer fect ly and without Doubt be- 
ede in his Son Feſus Chriſt, that our Faith 
may never be reproved in his Sight x. — And 
in another acknowledge, © That God has 


Collect for St. Th:mas the Apoſtle. 
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given this his Son to die for our Sins, and 
to riſe again for our Juſtification *, to this 
End or Purpoſe, which is a IIId eſſen- 
tial Branch of Chriſtian Doctrine, that we 
may put away the Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs, and always ſerve him in Pure- 
neſs of Living and Truth.” 

What then ſhall they do, who are Mem- 
bers of this Church, called by the Name 
of that Lord in whom they thus profeſs to 
believe as the only Redeemer, as dying for 
their Sins and riſing again for their Juſtih- 


cation ; to whom they pray for Pardon of, 


for Deliverence from Sin, and for Grace to 
lead a Life of Pureneſs and Holineſs, while 
yet they are Friends to Sin, married to the 


Fleſh, Slaves to the World and all its ſin— 


ful Luſts, Pleaſures and Paſſions ? Out of 
your own Mouths, and by your own Con- 
feſſions, will God judge and condemn you, 
oh ye wicked Servants, if ye do not make 
haſte to repent, and lead that Life which 
ye pray to lead. (Oh ſtrange and miſerable 
Blindneſs!) and yet remain fei, drjobeaten! 
deceived, ſerving divers Lufis and Pleaſur', 


Collect for firſt Sunday aſter Eaſter. 
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(17) 
living in Malice and Envy, hateful and bat- 
ing one another . For obſerve how the joint 
Petitions of the Church aſcend to the Throne 
of God: (Oh, that they were found pure 
and perfect! the earneſt and ſincere Breath- 
ings of every penitent and contrite Heart!) 
« Grant, O moſt merciful Father, for his 
Sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and ſober Life, to the Glory of 
thy holy Name.” In which Petition is 
contained every thing, that can be defired 
to the Perfection of the Chriſtian Life; 
which we beg may be in and by us directed, 
to the Glory of God, as its ultimate End, 
both in what we do as to hn, our Neth. 
bour and ourſefves. But this is not all; we 
requeſt of God daily, (or at leaſt ought to 
do ſo) * to defend us with his mighty 
Power, and to grant that this Day we fall 
into no Sn, neither run into any Kind of 
Danger, but that all our Doings may be 
ordered by his Governance, to do always 
that is r2gbteous in his S:ght,” Mark, theſe 
are our own Petitions; from theſe Words 
we muſt judge ourſelves, if we do not en- 


+ Titus iii. 3. 
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(18 ) 
deavour to keep ourſelves thus free fron; 
Sin, and thus doing Righteouſneſs, which 
his Grace, as we ſhall preſently ſee, if de- 
fired, will enable us to do: for ſo far is our 
Lord from being an auſtere and hard Maſter, 
that, by our own Confeſſion, the Service of 
Chriſt is perfect Freedom. 

Our Litany breathes the moſt earneſt Spirit 
of Supplication for the divine Gifts and Gra- 
ces of the Holy Ghoſt, and all his precious 
Fruits in our Lives. And in the general 
Thankſgiving, we, in the ſtrongeſt Terms 
poſſible, © Befeech our almighty Father 
to 2ive us that due Senſe of all his Mer- 
cics, that our Hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankiul, and that we may ſhew forth his 
Praiſe, not only with our Lips but in our 
Live-, by giving up ourſelves to his Ser- 
vice, and by walking before him in Holi- 
nel and Righteouſneſs all our Days, thro' 
ſur Chrijt our Lord.“ We defire, at 
the nd of every Commandment, The Lord 
6% have Mercy upon us, for our paſt Neglect 
and Omilton, and to incline our Hearts t0 
keep this Law, for the tuture. All through 
the Colle&s, we ſend up the ſame Requeſts 
to God, for Deliverance from Sin and for 
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[ 19 ] 
Lives of Holineſs; and in the Communiott 
| Service as We beg, That God would for 
| Clri/7's Sake forgive us all that is paſt, ſo we 
beg, that He would grant us to ſerve and 
| pleaſe him in Newneſs of Life, to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of his Name.” That our 
| ſinful Bodies may be made clean, by the 
| Body of Jeſus Chriſt, and our Souls waſhed 
| through his moſt precious Blood, and that 


8 AY: | 

1 we may evermore dwell in him and He in 
We =: —That we may be fulfilled with his 
| Grace and heavenly Benediction: Which 
r i 3 
. we are aſſured, that we fhall obtain, „if 
y with true penitent Hearts and lively Faith 
s we receive that holy Sacrament;—for then 


we ſpiritually eat the Fleſh of Chrif and 
| drink his Blood then we dwell in Chr: 
| and Chriſt in us, we are one with Chr:/7, | 
and Chrift with us.” Even as our Saviour 


0 
at himſelf declares, — Abide in me and I in you. ; 
* As the Branch cannot bear Fruit of itſelf ex- N 
4+ ot abide in the Vine, us more can ye ex- 3 
60 cept ye abide in me. I am the Vine, ye are the ht 
1 Branches; he that abideth in me and I in him, | 
0 1 » . » . = * 
t e fame bringeth forth much Fruit: For 4 
5 withgut me ye can do nothing *; which is : | 1 
| ik 
= John xv. , f. 8 
| > the ND 


[ 20 ] 
the IVth eflential Branch of Chriſti; 
nity, whereof I chooſe to ſpeak, which 
is clearly taught in our excellent Liturgy, 
which we all profefs to believe, and ig 
Faith of which we pray God to give us his 
Holy Spirit; to give unto us (as we cannot 
have it otherwiſe than as a free Gif?) that 
Peace, which paſſeth all Underſlanding ; the 
peculiar Gift * of Chriſt, and the certa;; 
Fruit + of the Sprit dwelling in us: © Ty 
give us a Heart to love and dread him, 
and to keep his Commandments; to gin 
Increaſe of Grace to all his People; to guide 
and govern us and his whole Church b. 
his good Spirit; to cleanſe the Thoughts of 
our Hearts by the Inſpiration of his holy Si. 
rit, that we may perfectly love and wor- 
thily magnify his holy Name.” We de- 
fire, © That as being regenerate and made 
his Children by Adoption and Grace, wc 
may daily be renewed by his Holy Spirit.” 


Indeed upon this Particular our very Ei 


trance and Admittance into the Church 
founded, whoſe baptiſmal Service begin: 


* John xiil. 27. 
+ Galatians vi. 22. 
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with declaring theſe two great Truths: 
iſt, © Foraſmuch as all Men are conceived 
and born in Sin; and 2dly, that our Saviour 
Chriſt faith, * None con enter into the 
Kingdom of God, except he be regenerate 
and born anew of Water and the Hol 
Ghoſt.” —How much then doth it behove 
us to take eſpecial heed, that our Souls be 
fo renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, as we requeſt 
they may be; that we be fo born again 
fince our Saviour's Words declare, that 
without this mew Birth, this Renewal by 
the Spirit, we can never enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven? 


* 


ö We confeſs in another Collect upon the 

N 

; Authority of the ſacred Scriptures, © That 
o: . , : 

„ al our Doings are nothing worth without 


Clarity [or Love] even as our Lord and his 
Apoſtles declare; an therefore we requeſt 
him, to ſend his Hoh Gho/t, and pour into 
our Hearts that moſt excellent Gitt of Love.” 
f then we do not keep God's Command- 
F. ments, which is the only Mark and Evi- 
8 tence of Love g, how again will this Prayer 
eondemn us? 

* Tohn iii. 5. 


John xv. 12. Xv. 15. 1 C:riathiars xili. 
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[ 22 ] 
Further, we requeſt God, “ to make and 
create in us mew and contrite Hearts, ue 
confeſs that we have no Power of ourſclye: 
to help ourſelves, and therefore deſire Him tc 
keep us, both outwardly in our Bodies, and 
inwardly in our Souls.—We acknowledge 
that God, by his ſpeczal Grace preventing u, 
doth put into our Minds good Defires. ah 
and we pray, that, by his continual Help, 
we may bring the ſame to good Effect: That 
by his Holy Inſpiration, we may think tho 
Things that be good; and by his mercify| 
guiding may perform the ſame ;—that, |; 
his Lag Spirit, we may have a right Juag: 
ment in all Things, and evermore rejcice 
in his holy Comfort. That we who ca 
do any thing that 7s goed 70:thout him, may 
by him be enabled to live according to hi 
Will, through the Spirit enabling us t. 
think and do always ſuch Things as be 
rightful; making us continually to be give 
to all good Works, and in all Things . 
recting and ruling our Hearts.” Nay, 
defire, that he would “ endue us with ths 
Grace of his Holy Spirit, to amend Ol 
Lives according to his holy Word; — 
in the Communion Service, © we pray « 
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[ 23 ] 

heavenly Father ſo to aſſiſt us with his Grace, 
chat we may continue in the holy Fellow- 
ſhip of the Saints, and do all ſuch good 
Works as He hath prepared for us to walk 
N. 

| What then, my Brethren, ſhall we ſay 
of thoſe, Who join in and dare to preſent 
theſe Prayers to the Throne of Grace, 
while they deny the Power and Influence 
of the bleſſed Spirit of God ; while they 
eſteem as enthufiaſtical, thoſe very Truths, 
which our Liturgy ſets forth in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms; and while, which is at the Bottom 
of all the reſt, an evi] Heart and evil Life 
ſufficiently ſhews that they are Strangers to 
the cleanſing, purifying, ſanctifying Graces 
of that Spirit; by whole Power they beg 
God nevertheleſs to cleanſe their Hearts, to 
direct and guide their Thoughts and Ac- 
tions; Which unclean and impure as they 
are, will be found but forry Proofs of a 
Spirit of Holineſs dwelling in, guiding and 
influencing them? Once more * imagine a 
Sinner at the Bar of eternal Juſtice, and 
while his Judge enquires of him, wherc- 


fore 


241 

fore he quenched and reſiſted by a ſinful 
Life, all the Motions of the bleſſed Spirit,.. 
think, what' can he reply? © Out of 
thine own Mouth will I judge thee, thou 
wicked Servant,” muſt his Lord fay, 
© Thou didſt confeſs, that without myGrace 
thou couldſt do nothing; thou didſt defire 
to have the Thoughts of thy Heart cleanſed 
by my Spirit; and yet when I ſent that Spi- 
rit, when I call'd to thee by my Word, and 
would fain have awakened thee from Sin, 
thou refuſedſt to obey, thou wouldeſt 
none of my Counſels, chooſing Death rather 
than Life;—therefore be it unto thee accor- 
ding to thy miſerable Choice,” 

Thus have I ſelected ſome Paſſages from 
the Praycrs which we ourtelves put up to 
Cod ;—the Truths contained in which we 
of Neceſſity believe, otherwiſe our Prayers 
are Sin, and we are Mockers. I have made 
no Mention of the Lords Prayer, becauſe 
it properly belongs to another Conſidera- 
tion; though in it is contained the Sum and 
Subſtance of what is gone before, and of 
all Chriſtianity. To ſhew its Agreement, 
according to the Heads of Doctrine in this 
Diſcourſe, 1ſt, Ve confeſs in it, cur Sins and 
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[ 25 ] 

Treſpaſſes, deſiring them to be forriven, 
upon Condition of our mutual Forgiveneſs, 
2. We apply to God as our Father, which, 
without Faith, we cannot do accepta!s 

for without Faith it is impuſjible to {/:u/: 
G *:—And in doing which, we acknow- 
edge the Peace purchaſed by Chrij!, wi 
hath reconciled us to God even the 1 other, 
and ſent the Spirit of Adoption into in 
Hearts, whereby we cry Abba, Father . 
z. We deſire that, His Name may be ba 
ed [or ſanctified] in our Lives and in all our 
Words; that his Kingdom of Grace and Glory 
| may come to us, and all Mankind; and that 
we may all, in Pureneſs and Holineſs of liv- 
ing, do hrs Will bere on Earth as his Servants 
do it in Heaven; and to enable us ſo to do, 
| we beg of him, 4. To give us Day by Day 
| cur daily Bread; — the conſtant Supply of 
his gracious Spirit, to feed and ſupport our 
Souls; which, if we ſeek firſt, we are afſu- 
| red that Food and all earthly Things ſhall 
not be wanting unto us|]: and this Grace and 
pirit aſſiſting us, we pray, as fot Support, 


* Heb. xi. 6. 
| Rom. viii. 
| Matt, vi. 
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[ 26 ] 
ſo for Deliverance from Temptation and the 
Power of the Evi/ One, our ſpiritual and 
deadly Enemy, 

It would be very ealy to ſelect from our 
Liturgy Petitions confirming every Point ef 
Chriſtian Doctrine; and it would be as eafy 
to confirm, in return, every Paſſage (2 
well thoſe here ſelected, as the reſt) by 
Texts of Scripture, and Authors of th: 
greateſt Eminence in the Church of FE: 
land; a Work which might not be with- 
out its Uſefulneſs, but which is far beyond 
the Compaſs of a ſingle Sermon. I hae 
ſatisfied myſelf therefore with theſe four 
main Pillars of the Chriſtian Faith, ſo 
ſtrongly built up in our Liturgy.— 1ſt, The 
Doctrine of the univerſal Sin and Miſery 0 
Man, 2. His free and full Redemption there- 
from by Repentance and Faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, 3. The Fruits and Effects there 
ſhewn in a Life of Love and Holinels, and 
4. The abſolute Inability of Man to receive 
this Bleſſing, otherwiſe than by the Grace 


and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit :— And 


theſe Doctrines will be found to contain 


all the reſt: Theſe ſhew us our State, and 
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( 27 ) 
of the Liturgy) ſufficiently prevent us from 
e « truſting in our ownRighteouſneſs,” Theſe 
il i muſt convince us, © how unworthy we are, 
through our manifold Sins and Offences, 

ur w offer any Sacrifice unto God, who yet is 
well pleaſed with our imperfect, though 
bounden Duty and Service; whom we can 
only approach, as truſting in his manifold 
and great Mercies, and as requeſting him 
not to weigh our Merits, but to pardon our 
Offences, through Feſus Cbriſ our Lord.“ 

Iwill treſpaſs upon your Patience but a 
ſew Minutes longer, juſt to obſerve, how 
nuch we ſhould prize this excellent Service 
of our Church, which is thus pure in its 
Doctrines, thus ſound in its Precepts: And 
how we ſhould be inflamed to ardent, car— 
neſt Devotion by Prayers compoſed with 
luch a remarkable Agreement to Scripture, 
with ſuch a Spirit and Energy of Expreſſion, 
[that we may pronounce them every thing 
but inſpired : The Compoſers and Compi- 
lers of which excellent Service, moſt of 
mem, after many and grievous Perſecu- 

bons, ſcaled its Truths with their Blood! 
1 Ind, (to uſe the Words of an able Writer) 
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(28) 
who ſhall dare to violate this Book, which 
ſo many. Confeſſors have ſigned, ſo many 
Martyrs in our Land have hallowed with 
their Blood? How ſhall we call them Mar. 
tyrs if we deny their Faith? How ſhall we 
celebrate their Victory, if we diſlike thei: 
Cauſe? If we believe them to be crowned, 
why ſhall we deny that they /{rove latofulh 
So that if they, dying in Atteſtation of thi; 
Book, were Martyrs, why do we condemn 
the Book for which they died? If we wil 
not call them Martyrs, it is clear, we hare 
changed our Religion ſince then; and then 
it ſhould be conſidered whither we are fal- 
len? The Reformers of King Edward 
Time died for it: In Queen Elzabet!'s 


Time they avowed it under the Protection 


of an excellent Princeſs ; but in the fad In- 
terval of Queen Mary's Reign it ſuffered 
Perſecution : And it is but an unhandſome 
Compliance for Reformers to be unlixc 
their Brethren, and to be like their Ene- 
mies; to do, as do the Papiſts, and only to 
ſpeak great Words againſt them. And i 
will be ſad to live in an Age that will di- 
avow King Edward's and Queen El:2abe!!”s 
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Religion and Manner of worſhipping God 
and in an Age that ſhall do as did Queen 
Mary's Biſhops, reject and contemn the 
Book of Prayer and the Religion contained 
in it.“ 

God grant, we may never live to ſee ſuch 
an Age, but rejoice from Generation to Ge- 


E neration in the full and free Poſſeſſion of 
this ineſtimable Bleſſing! Yet let us remem- 
ber, my Brethren, and deeply fix it in our 
| our Hearts, that being Members of ſuch 
a Church, and Sharers in ſuch a Service, 
| will but enhance our Condemnation, if we 
| live not, as we profeſs to believe; fince the 
Deers of the Word, and not the Hearers only, 
| ore juſtified before God: Since Faith with- 
| out Works, is like the Body without Breath, 
a dead and lifeleſs Maſs 4. 


And to examine a little, whether we do 


indeed ſo live as wg profeſs, whether we 
| ſhew forth God's Praiſe in our Lives, as 
well as with our Lips;—let us aſk, — 


* 


* See Biſhop Feremy Taylor's Preface to his Atologꝝ 


Fr authoriſed and Set Forms of Liturgy, 


t James i. 22. ii. 26. 
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4 38 
You canleſs yourſelves Sinners; —(Nay, by; 
ſome Man may ſtop me and fay, I 40 


not confeſs myſelf ſuch. I am clear fiom 
this Condemnation which you ſpeak 0 
from the Prayers; for though I come tg 
Church, I never ſay thete Prayers, I nevc 
kneel to this God, I never lift up my Heart 
to him, my Eyes and Thoughts are diffe- 
rently employed mean while.''—Alas, vile 
Pretence! then ſo much the more doſt they 
condemn thyſelf, notorious and baſe Hypo. 
crite ;—for by Baptiſm thou waſt made the 
Property of Chrift ; thou belongeſt to him, 
thou art his Servant byCreation andRedemy- 
tion.— He hath purchaſed thee with a Price 


great and ineftimable: And how auſtere i } 


Maſter ſoever thou mayſt think him; be 
aſſured, He will reckon very ſtrictly wit 
thee ; He will call thee to a very exact Ac- 
count: And until thou becomeſt wholly 
Apoſtate, ſeparateſt thyſelf from bis 
Church entirely, and joineſt thyſelf to the 
Synagogue of the Jews, or the Moſque of 
the Mabometaus, thou beareſt a Part in hc: 
Prayers, and thoſe Prayers will condemn 
thee, Nay, and if thou doſt leave the 

| Church 
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(31) 
Church of Chraft thou canſt not be ſaved, 


| for there is Salvation in no other *. So that, 
| poor Sinner, thou art miſerably beſet; there 
| is no flying from Death, from God, and 
from Judgment ; no Way to be happy, but 
| to leave thy Sins and be holy;—and with 
| this folemn Truth I will leave thee, en- 
treating God to lift up the Light of his 
| merciful Love on the Darkneſs of thy be- 
| nighted Heart.)—— You confeſs yourſelves 
| Sinners before God; grievous, erring, of- 
| fending, blind, and ſpotted Sinners; with- 
out any Health in any Faculty of your Souls, 
without any good Thing dwelling in your 
| Fleſh ; — you confeſs that your Sins are 
grievous to you, the Burden of them into- 
lerable; — But does your Heart go with your 
| Lips? do ye indeed feel and lament, what 
| theſe Words expreſs ?—if ye do not, theſe 
very Words condemn you; you give a Lye 
to the Searcher of Hearts, and with impu- 
dent Boldneſs confeſs and tell to him what 
von know to be falfe.-—Oh, for the Sake 
| of Chriſt, fly from this Danger! and let the 


Adds iv. 12. 
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(32) 
Senſe of it above all Things ſhew you the 
deep and horrible Sinfulneſs of your Souls, 
not afraid as they are, thus to lye unto the 
Almighty Searcher of Hearts. 

You profeſs to repent, and pray for 
Faith in Chr:/! ;—do you with then for true 
Repentance, do you defire hearty Faith ?— 
If you ſee yourſelves Sinners you cannot 
but deſire Faith, ſince that alone can bring 
you to Chri/t, and ſo ſave you from your 
Sins :—But if theſe Words are only the 
Fruit of the Lips ;—take heed, once more 
] warn thee——thy own Mouth condemn- 
eth thee. 

You pray to lead a Godly, righteous and 
ſober Life, to the Glory of "Cod, Is God's 
Glory then the End and Aim of your Ac- 
tions? Do you intend it in all you do, to- 
wards him, your Neighbour and yourſelf 
Or rather, do you never think at all there- 
of, but intend and act as your own Plex 
ſure, Luſt, Intereſt or Caprice directs?— Oh 
thou wicked Servant, who thus injureſt thy 
Lord and thyſelf! theſe thy own Words, 
«© Grant, O moſt merciful Father, for hi: 
Sake, that I may hereafter lead a godly, 
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righteous and ſober Life,” will be bitter 
againſt thee at the Day of ſad Account. — 
Sinner, they will ſtrike thee ſpeechleſs be- 
fore God : Oh, that now they might be 
found powerful to awaken thy Soul, and 
to drive thee to that Spirit of Grace and 


| Comfort, by whoſe Aid and Inſpiration 
| alone we all acknowledge ourſelves enabled 
| to think, to act and live a Life agreeable 


to God. Oh, that thou wouldſt ſeriouſly 


| lay theſe Things to Heart, and be moved 
| by theſe Terrors to ſeek for the Loving- 
| kindneſs of the Lord. —For what ſhall it 


profit thee to hold out, to loſe thy own 


Soul, though thou couldſt gain the-whole 
| World? what ſhall it profit thee to deſpiſe 
the Long-ſuffering, the Mercy and For- 
bearance of thy God and Saviour, not 
| knowing, not applying that Knowledge to 
thy eternal Advantage ; 
| neſs of God leadeth thee to Repentance:? Oh, 
that we may none of us be found Deſpi- 
| fers of his Goodneſs and Love, quench- 
ing the kindly Admonitions of his Spirit, 
rejecting his holy and heavenly Motions ;— 


that tbe Good. 


but 


63409 
but that we may gladly welcome him into 
all our Hearts, give up our Souls to his di- 
vine Guidance, and by his bleſſed Infly. 
ence be found ſuch happy Improvers of 
the Talents entruſted to our Charge, 
as to hear from our Almighty Judge 
and King, Well done thou good and 
faithful Servant, thou haſt been faith. 
ful over a few Things, I will make thee 


Ruler over many Things, Enter thou into 
the Joy of thy Lord!” 


Which divine Voice, that we may al! 
hcar, grant bleſſed Father for the Sake of 
Feſus Chriſt, thy beloved Son, and oy: 
moſt loving Saviour. Amen. 
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